Melbourne 2008 Homeless World Cup
Rotary Volunteers Project

The Homeless World Cup (HWC) Rotary Volunteer project provides Rotarians with a unique opportunity to be involved in a major community event that will focus public attention on the issue of homelessness and raise the profile of Rotary as a key community service organisation.  

The Homeless World Cup is an international sports project that uses the positive power of football to raise the issue of homelessness and poverty worldwide.

The Event has been held annually since 2003, when the inaugural Homeless World Cup took place in Graz/ Austria. Since then it has been held in Gothenburg/ Sweden (2004), Edinburgh/ Scotland (2005), Cape Town/South Africa (2006) and Copenhagen/Denmark (2007).

Melbourne successfully won the international bid for the upcoming competition and will proudly host the Homeless World Cup in November/December 2008.

Through the District 9800 PACE Initiative (Partnerships Advancing Community Engagement) Rotary has entered into a partnership with the Homeless World Cup to support the HWC 2008 by:

· Using the existing Rotary network to recruit volunteers

· Managing volunteers internally and providing Team Leaders to liaise with Homeless World Cup staff 

· Coordinating an ‘Adopt-A-Team’ Program through Rotary Clubs

· Encouraging members, friends and family to attend the Event

With over 250 volunteer roles to be filled and up to 500 volunteers required this is a unique opportunity for District 9800 clubs to join together and maximise Rotary’s profile at this major community event. 

Details of the event and the volunteer opportunities are available on the District 9800 website. Further information about the HWC can be accessed at the following web site: www.homelessworldcup.org
The project offers the following benefits to Rotary:

· opportunity to be involved hands on in a highly successful international and national community service program.

· work along side The Big Issue, other community groups and major sponsors to support and enrich the experience of all participants and helpers taking part in the 2008 Homeless World Cup.

· opportunity to use participation in the event as a way of raising the profile of homelessness within the broader local, Victorian and Australian community and with all levels of Government.

· work with friends & family of Rotary together in community service

· lift Rotary’s profile to the general public

· increase Membership

· opportunity for Rotarian’s, family & friends to utilize their vocations

Interested members should contact President Barbara or PE Gabe
